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New Notice from Prime Minister's Office
on COVID-19 Reinforcement Measures
On 26 November 2020, the Prime Minister's Office issued the Notice on Additional Instructions on
Reinforcement Measures for Containment, Prevention and Full Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic
("Notice"). The Notice follows the Decree of Prime Minister No. 93/PM dated 3 March 2017, the Order
of the Prime Minister No. 06/PM dated 29 March 2020 which is referred to in the Notice, the report of
the National Task Force Committee for Prevention and Control of COVID-19 ("Task Force") and
instruction of the Monthly Ordinary Government Meeting held on 24 November 2020.
The Notice sets out the following restrictions on movement and gatherings which must be implemented
during the period from 1 to 31 December 2020 to contain the COVID-19 pandemic in Lao PDR:
1.

There will not be issuance of tourist and visitor visas to individuals who travel from or transit
through countries with COVID-19 outbreak until 31 December 2020.

2.

International charter flights will be temporarily suspended for the countries with COVID-19
outbreak in the community, except for emergency flights and those that are necessary that will
be subject to strict monitoring and checking for compliance with safety measures. Passengers
from countries with no COVID-19 outbreak in the community will be tested for COVID-19.
Passengers who transit from countries with COVID-19 outbreak in the community shall not be
allowed to take such flights.

3.

The celebration of National Day and other days of national importance shall be approved. The
organisers of these celebration shall strictly implement the measures for the prevention of the
spread of the virus such as observing social distancing, wearing masks, and sanitising hands
with alcohol gel or soap ("Safety Measures").

4.

The celebration of social activities and traditional festivals of the ethnic groups shall be
approved. The traditional festivals of some ethnic groups (e.g. Kin Jieng traditional festival) shall
be celebrated only by family members and held within the village. If it is necessary to hold them
at the district or provincial level, the approval of the provincial governor and/or the capital
governor must be obtained. Organisers must strictly comply with the Safety Measures.

5.

The Ministry of Information, Culture and Tourism will liaise with the relevant
departments/agencies to remind the society that even if Laos has no COVID-19 cases in the
community, the society still has the responsibility to follow the measures to manage the COVID19 pandemic.

6.

The Ministry of National Defense, Ministry of Public Security and relevant departments/agencies
shall carry out strict inspections at the borders of Lao PDR in order to prevent illegal immigrants
from entering into or exiting Lao PDR. This is to ensure that there is no risk of bringing pathogens
into the country.
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7.

Employees of all relevant local department/agencies in each level shall carry out strict
inspections in their respective areas of responsibility to contain the COVID-19 pandemic in
Laos, and report COVID-19 cases to their superiors regularly and in a timely manner.

Visit our COVID-19 Resource Centre for views from our lawyers across the region on common issues
and legal implications brought about by COVID-19. For specific inquiries, please reach out to your
relationship partner or send an email to our COVID-19 Legal Team.
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Rajah & Tann Asia is a network of legal practices based in Asia.
Member firms are independently constituted and regulated in accordance with relevant local legal requirements. Services provided by a
member firm are governed by the terms of engagement between the member firm and the client.
This update is solely intended to provide general information and does not provide any advice or create any relationship, whether legally
binding or otherwise. Rajah & Tann Asia and its member firms do not accept, and fully disclaim, responsibility for any loss or damage which
may result from accessing or relying on this update.
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Our Regional Presence

Rajah & Tann (Laos) Co., Ltd provides high quality advice to clients right across the commercial spectrum in Lao. It is involved in a range of
contentious and non-contentious matters in, amongst others, domestic and foreign direct investment, licensing & approval, general corporate,
regulatory & compliance, employment, and banking & finance. We firmly believe that winning performance depends on a truly co-operative and
collaborative approach to the practice of law.
Rajah & Tann (Laos) Co., Ltd is part of Rajah & Tann Asia, a network of local law firms in Singapore, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Lao PDR,
Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam. Our Asian network also includes regional desks focused on Brunei, Japan and South
Asia.
The contents of this Update are owned by Rajah & Tann (Laos) Co., Ltd and subject to copyright protection under the laws of Lao People's
Democratic Republic and, through international treaties, other countries. No part of this Update may be reproduced, licensed, sold, published,
transmitted, modified, adapted, publicly displayed, broadcast (including storage in any medium by electronic means whether or not transiently for
any purpose save as permitted herein) without the prior written permission of Rajah & Tann (Laos) Co., Ltd.
Please note also that whilst the information in this Update is correct to the best of our knowledge and belief at the time of writing, it is only intended
to provide a general guide to the subject matter and should not be treated as a substitute for specific professional advice for any particular course
of action as such information may not suit your specific business and operational requirements. It is to your advantage to seek legal advice for your
specific situation. In this regard, you may call the lawyer you normally deal with in Rajah & Tann (Laos) Co., Ltd.
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